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from the Father, who are all in the meantime free from all other
public offices and Attendances, and because their Parents are
their Tutors, they both learn everything without envy, and rely
with more confidence upon the truth of what is taught them ;
and being trained up in this Learning from their very child-
hood, they become most famous Philosophers." l It should
be borne in mind that this was the picture of the Chaldean
priests in the first century B.C., for -Diodorus was born in
Sicily about 44 B.C., and visited Mesopotamia probably a few
years before the birth of Christ. During 8,000 years, the sacred
learning and culture of the Patesis probably changed very
little, as they were the conservative custodians of the ancient
religion, and the sacred lore was handed down from father to
son, as it is still done in India. They were undoubtedly the
descendants of those priestly Brahmans who accompanied the
Cholas to their new colony as their spiritual guides, at the
very beginning of the historical era. The fact that the office
of the Patesis as well as their learning were hereditary lends
a strong colour to this view, it is remarkable that the func-
tions of the Babylonian Patesis resembled those of the
Brahman priests, as depicted in the Atharwa-veda^ which
according to Professor Macdoneil " is, in the main, a book of
spells and incantations, appealing to the demon-world, and
teems with notions of witch-craft, current among the lower
grades of the population, and derived from an immemorial
antiquity."
Like the chief priests of the temples of Southern India in
ancient times, the Patesis of ancient Babylonia were the rulers
of Provinces and Kingdoms. The Mahantas of modern times
In India seem to us to be the survivals of a similar system
that was in vogue in Ancient India. We know from the Rg-
veda what great influences used to be wielded over kings and
rulers by the R?is in Vedic times. ViSvamitra himself led an
army against the Trtsus (Rv. in. 33 and 53) and Vasietha, as
1    Booth's Transtativn, 1700,
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